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This past April meeting we decided to start having meals again at the Shrine.
The Broilers prepared some wonderful pork loins. In May we invited the Ladies
to start meeting and eat with us. These past 14 months have been crazy. We

appreciate all our Nobility and Ladies. Lady Leanna and I pray each of you are
safe and healthy. We look forward to getting back to some type of normality
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in the near future.
Growing up as a child of the 70’s and 80’s my Friday nights were reserved from 1979 to 1985 for
The Dukes of Hazard. I believe I watched every episode, and pretended I was a Duke Boy, either
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on the playground at school or on my uncle and grandpa’s farm. Those were amazing times of
my life! My cousin Aaron was always Bo Duke, and I was always Luke Duke. We would play for
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hours at the farm, we had a plastic car I would push Aaron (Bo) all over the farm, replaying the
episode of the week before. I always pushed Aaron because his reasoning was “Bo” always
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drives, it made sense to me at the time. What I remembered was a television program with the
main characters being morally correct, helping out a stranger because it was the right thing to
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do. It made an impression on Aaron and myself.
This past Friday (May 14) Corn Belt Shrine Club hosted John Schneider (Bo Duke) with his band

Illinois High
School Shrine
Game

The Stars and Bars, and showed his new movie Stand on It (roughly based as a remake of
7

Smokey and the Bandit). Imagine my excitement when I heard a childhood idol was coming to
Gibson City Illinois for a Shriner event, I was very excited.
My son Joey rode over with me, my daughter Lidia came a little later after she got off work,
unfortunately my wife Leanna was on call all weekend. I did not realize my son was familiar
with The Dukes of Hazard, or how much of a fan he was as well, until we arrived and he
immediately wanted to get in line to go see “Bo Duke”.
I thought about what I was going to say when we got to meet him. I was going to tell him of

Aaron and I’s several escapades, even when Aaron tried to get me to push the plastic car fast
enough to jump the electric fence…. (That did not happen, Grandpa whipped us for thinking
about that!) I wanted to tell him I have been a fan for over 40 years, and how we loved our
Friday nights. I wanted to tell him even though The Dukes of Hazard has been off the air for
several years, it still resonates in the back of my head. I wanted to tell him I still call Aaron
“Bo” (I am the only person that gets to call him Bo). I wanted to tell him Thank You, for giving us
a great memory of our childhood. That is what I was planning on saying….. What came out of
my mouth was……… WOW!!! Yes, I completely went star struck, and relied on Eric Tjarks and
my son Joey to speak for me.
I want to thank Corn Belt Shrine Club for giving me the opportunity to meet a childhood icon it

was so awesome!
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Mohammed Shrine Center “Editorial Without Words”
The landscaping project at our Shrine Center has continued to enhance
the appearance of our building and also ties with our past. Consider
purchasing a paving brick engraved with up to 3 lines of information. This
can be in remembrance of a Noble or possibly to show your Unit and Club
support.

Price is only $50 per brick with up to three lines of wording.
Please contact Mohammed Shrine if interested, or drop your check in the
mail to the Temple with your lines of text included.
Line 1: ______________________________
Line 2: ______________________________
Line 3: ______________________________
Please help the enhance the beauty of our Shrine.
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Daughters of the Nile
Congratulations and best wishes to Ill. Sir Robert Bishop and his Lady
on his election to Potentate and the officers of Mohammed Shrine, we
know you will have a great year.

OTHO
Temple
No. 36

We bring you GREETINGS - as the flowering bulbs begin to bloom we
become hopeful for a colorful spring and a joyful summer.
How grateful we are to Queen Lila Kimball, who travels from Milwaukee for
the sessions. Thanks to our members and their generosity we successfully
accomplished our mission in supporting the charities for the Shriners
Children’s hospitals. In response to a local care center, Past Queens Kathy
Zahner, Colleen and Chris Hinderliter, accepted a sewing project making
items for their patients, and will purchase gift certificates for the children at
the Chicago Shriners hospital. Our Temple has many blessings.

The Onion sales were great
this year. Thank you to John
Hartwig, PP for keeping this
fundraiser in the publics eyes
and making this go smooth. To
all the Nobles that purchased
or sold, thank you, this is a
primary fundraiser for your
Mohammed Shrine.

The following members passed during this past year: Maxine Childress,
Mary K. Duncan, Lola Jones, Eunice Lawyer, Barbara Monroe PQ, Shirley
Nelson, Alethea Pickett PQ, Carolyn Jean Turner, Dorothy Weeks PQ, Mabel March, and Victoria Watt-Staten.
The Temple sent sympathy cards to their families and a donation in their memory to the Chicago Shriners
hospital.
Several years ago, a friend came by our house with a box of miniature Iris bulbs and ask that we plant them
as a reminder of our friendship. Sadly, she died of terminal cancer a few weeks later. But now in the spring
when these lovely purple flowers bloom, we recall this loving friend and her many acts of kindness to our
community. So life is what we make it! Keep the faith and enthusiasm and together we will defeat this
terrible epidemic. Stay safe and blessings to you and your family.
In Nile Love -Patty DeHeer PQ, Membership Chairman

Bass Tournament

The annual Mohammed Shrine Bass Tournament was our biggest
tournament yet. The fish were biting and everyone had a great
time. A special thank you goes out to Noble Brian Bevill for running
this tournament, he always makes it look so easy. The Broilers were
out in force making sure everyone ate well and relaxed while the
raffle winners and tournament prizes were handed out.
T H E
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Why I Became A Shriner
By Chris Hathaway, Oriental Guide
Did I join the Masons to become a Shriner? No. Did I become a Shriner to help the kids? Also no.
Stick with me because I am 100% in it for the kids, but it’s not one of my top reasons for joining.
I became a Freemason so I could follow in the footsteps of the best man I knew. A man of
character, a man of faith, and a man that could not be outworked. He spent many nights at the
lodge helping new men become Masons. It was important to him and I wanted to know why.
The Blue Lodge or Symbolic Lodge teaches the fundamentals of the fraternity and gives a man everything he needs
to know in order to walk and act like a Master Mason. The Scottish and York Rite expand on that knowledge of the
craft degrees. The Shriners were created as a means to have fun and celebrate the hard work in the quarries. In
fact, they had so much fun the Children’s Hospital system was created as a by-product of good fun and fraternal
activity. I joined the Shrine to have fun and market the fraternity. I joined to drive a little car and tell people that in
order to become a Shriner, you had to become Master Mason first.
You see, the brotherhood is what binds us together and it is what will get us through the next 100 years. Anyone
can support a charity. I could drop out of the Shriners today and support our hospitals without ever attending a
stated meeting again. Why don’t I just do that? Because that’s not the reason I am here. I want to build
relationships with good men. I want to navigate life with people that hold the same principles near and dear to
their heart as I do. I want to know when the going gets tough, I have people that have my back through the thick
and the thin. You can’t get that by sending in $19.99 to a website. Yes, it’s important! Yes, we love our hospitals.
Yes, Shriners are heroes to kids across the world. So, how do we help even more kids? We initiate and create new
Shrine Masons. We turn thousands of good men into walking billboards in their communities. When we do that, we
will know of every kid that needs our help. We will make sure that every eligible kid can receive our top notch care
regardless of the family’s ability to pay.
We will continue to innovate and prosper through the growth of a fraternity built on fun. A place where
hardworking Masons can channel their philanthropic nature without being deep into the weeds of moral
philosophy. A place where laughter reigns and the worries of the world seem distant. A place where a kid’s smile
will pay back your efforts in gold.
Do you know a good man who could benefit from our fraternity? Send them to beashrinernow.com or
beafreemason.org. If you light a fire under one good man, that return on investment will be tenfold for our
fraternity and our hospitals.
“Blood is thicker than water but nothing is thicker than brotherhood” –Not Just a Man, A Mason.
Hello Nobles,
I just wanted to take a moment to introduce myself to you…I’m Jeff Fox, your new Business Manager. Don Edwards
retired after many years of service and I am excited to try my best to fill the role as well as he did. A bit about me,
I’m a member of Wade Barney Lodge #512 in Bloomington, The Valley of Bloomington – AASR, York Rite Bodies in
Bloomington, and of course Mohammed Shriners where I belong to The Bloomington Shrine Club and The Tin Lizzie
Patrol. I appreciate the confidence shown in me by allowing me to serve in this role. If there is ever anything I can
do for you, please don’t hesitate to call or email! I look forward to working with you all as Masons and Shriners for
the good of our Fraternity!
Yours in The Faith,
309-633-2808 ext. 2
office@mohammedshriners.org
Office Hours: Tuesday-Thursday 8:00 – 1:00

Jeff
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St. Louis
Hope springs eternal and I hope this report finds you all safe and well during these
unprecedented times. There's so much to tell you all with so little space so, let's get right to it.
Shriners Hospitals for Children – St Louis is back in full operation and has taken the necessary
steps to keep patients, their families, and our front line workers safe. Employee vaccinations are
progressing with a goal of 90% to have both vaccine doses by the end of March. Although board
meetings remain virtual until at least June, all board members are required to be vaccinated
Steve Sturm before returning to in person meetings later this year.
Mark Veneable continues to serve as interim hospital administrator while a new search is conducted.
St. Louis
John Aglieta, Marketing and Communications Coordinator for SHC – St. Louis, presented the board the
Hospital
2021 Strategic Marketing Plan with 3 main areas of focus. 1) Attract more insured patients, 2) nurture
donor development, and 3) improve Shriner communications. He also announced that the Shriners
website will be getting a facelift later this year.
Through February, another contribution of $346,000 to the endowment for Shriners Hospitals for
Children – St. Louis provided (the only hospital in the system to contribute). Improvements in
fundraising, referrals, and patient encounters are beginning to be seen, but are still down compared to
pre-COVID levels.
Many of you have asked where the money goes that our temple, clubs, and units raise. Line of sight to
capital equipment needs for the hospital is clearer than ever and I have been provided a flyer from Liz
Isaac, Director of Fiscal Services, that outlines 3 major needs and I asked that it be included in the
Mohammed Shriner. Reach out to me if you'd like me to send you a digital copy of the flyer.
A decision on the new Telehealth platform for the SHC system is still pending from Headquarters, but the
Fast Track Virtual Visit program, where patients and their families can consult with their physician using
mobile devices like laptop computers and cell phones, is increasingly popular with an average of 40-50
new patients seen each month since its inception.
In the area of research, Dr. Farshid Guilak, Director of Research, was recently named the recipient of the
Kappa Delta Award for orthopaedics for his work on cartilage regeneration (I've mentioned this
incredible work in previous reports). Widely regarded as the Noble Prize for research, and this is the 3rd
time he's won it! We are so lucky to have Dr. Guilak on our staff our research center is widely regarded
as one of the finest in the country.
I hope to provide an in person report at an upcoming Mohammed stated meeting very soon. As always,
reach out to me if you have questions or concerns you'd like to discuss.
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Football
Please join us for the 46th annual Illinois High School Shrine game played at Tucci
Stadium on the campus of Illinois Wesleyan University in Bloomington, Illinois. Over
the past 47 years (the game was cancelled last year due to COVID) the goal has been
to have 120 all-star football players play in this annual event to represent the Illinois
Coaches Association and to help support the mission Shriners Hospitals for Children.
Several game alumni have gone onto play in the NFL and even become a Big 10 College head coach. The players are
nominated by their High School coaches for their skills, maturity and leadership. They spend a week together
learning to play together as a team coming from diverse backgrounds and schools throughout the state. They come
to recognize our Shriners Hospitals for Children and how we return active normal lives children. Please consider
coming to the game and supporting these kids, they have worked very hard for the privilege to play in out game.

Tuesday, June 15, 2021
9-11:30 am
1:00 pm
2:00-4:00 pm
5:30-6:15 pm
7-9 pm

Check-In at Shirk Center IWU
Coaches Meeting with Players (Shirk Center Classrooms)
Practice & Press Day (Tucci Stadium)
Dinner (Memorial Center)
Practice

Wednesday, June 16, 2021

9-4:00 pm
5:30-6:15 pm

Practice
Dinner (Memorial Center)

Thursday, June 17, 2021
9:00-4:00 pm
5:00 pm
6:00 & 7:30 pm

Practice
Dinner – Cookout
Parking Lot West of Softball Field
Miracle League Softball Games – IWU Field

Friday, June 18, 2021

9-3:30 pm
6:30 pm

Practice
Awards Banquet

Shirk Center

Saturday, June 19, 2021
8:00-10:30 am
8 am
9:30 am
11:00 am

Walk for Love
Players Check out of Residence Halls (Front Desk of each Hall)
Gates Open along with the Shriner’s hospitality tent.
Kick-Off – Tucci Stadium
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Strong Legs Run So Weak Legs May Walk

Email your news to

June 19, 2021
11:00 am

editor@mohammedshriners.org
Deadline for next edition is
July 15

Stay Informed
To stay informed with current happenings at the Mohammed Temple:
Find us on Facebook at htps://www.facebook.com/mohammedshriners

Support our Sponsors
Tin Lizzie Patrol

Mohammed Shrine Drill Patrol

Contact: Jesse Smart

Meets 3rd Monday of each month

Bloomington, IL

Captain, Dennis Caughey

smartseed@frontier.com

(309) 340-3807

(309) 663-1258

OTHO Temple No. 36

El Bon Shrine Club

Daughters of the Nile

Galesburg, Illinois

Monthly Session

Jeff Brock, President

2nd Thur. 1:00 pm

2nd Thursday

Mohammed Shrine Center

Corn Belt Shrine Club
Marc Pfiester, President
Meets 3rd Thur. of each
month
Gibson City, Illinois

To purchase ad space,
please contact the
business office at the
Shrine. Your business
will be seen by
thousands of Shriners.
shrinereditor@att.net

Hope Assembly Number 117
Contact: Lisa Utley
Mother Advisor
309-621-3551

309-633-2808

