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It’s that time of year again to change the guard and
welcome in a new Divan and a new Potentate for
2022. I’d like to give you some back ground of
myself for those brothers who haven’t had the
opportunity to meet me yet. My name is Austin
Bennett, I’m 30 years old and live in Manito IL on
Spring Lake. I was raised on Aug 2013 at Joseph
Robbins Lodge #930 in Bartonville IL. I Became the
Worshipful Master in 2020 followed by Secretary in
2021. I joined Mohammed Shriners is 2015 and
became the Hospital Committee chairman in 2019
and now your Potentate for 2022. I know CoviD-19 has taken its toll these past few years and
have been hard on everyone. I’m hoping we are on the downhill slope of this pandemic that
we have been facing. I will stress the importance to all of you Nobles to please check in on
each other from time to time. We will get though this together and happier times will be
here again before we know it. I hope to see you at our events we have planned for this year.
Any questions or concerns please feel free to reach out to me by phone or e-mail. The main
focus for our Shrine needs to obtaining new members. I’m not going to sugar coat this need.
Our fraternity is in serious trouble when it comes to our membership. We are just above
1,000 members now and the black camel has not been kind to Mohammed over the past few
years. I’m asking you personally to please recruit. Ask your grandsons, son in-laws, son’s. Ask
that young neighbor family that just moved in down the street. There are a lot of misinformation out there that is really hurting us, make it a point to correct and educate. People
are interested they just don’t know what we are about nor do they know how to join. It’s up
to all of use to help make this Shrine grow and continue to shine. If we don’t stand together
as one Shrine then I assure you brothers, The Mohammed Shrine will be forced to close its
doors in the future. I sure don’t want to see that day and I’m sure you don’t as well. Let’s try
our best to make what we hold dear and true to our hearts continue. As Freemasons we hold
ourselves to a high purpose. Let’s pass that purpose on and give it a fighting chance. Thank
you, brothers, for taking the time to read
this. I hope you and your families are
well. I hope I get the opportunity to meet
and talk to everyone of you.
God bless and stay safe out there
Your Potentate
Illustrious Sir Austin J. Bennett
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Greetings Nobles,
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Meet your Divan - Jeffrey J. Fox

My name is Jeff Fox and I am your newly elected Assistant Rabban. I just wanted to take this opportunity
to introduce myself and let you know that I'm always available if you have any questions or concerns or
would like to talk with me about our Temple.
I was Raised a Master Mason in Wade Barney Lodge #512 in Bloomington where I've had the honor of
serving as Worshipful Master on three occasions. I've also been honored to serve Bloomington Lodge #43
& Normal Lodge #673 as Worshipful Master. I'm a Past TPM of Bloomington Lodge of Perfection, AASR
and am a Knight of The York Cross of Honour having served as the presiding officer of the York Rite bodies in Bloomington.
I have been involved with the activities of our Shrine since I was Created in 2005. I enjoy my memberships with the Bloomington Shrine Club and the Tin Lizzy Patrol.
Outside of the Masonic Fraternity, I am a member of The Fraternal Order of Eagles and The Benevolent and Protective Order
of Elks. My wife Jamie and I live in Normal with our cat, Colby.
Please Don't hesitate to approach me with any questions, concerns, or just to chat!
Fraternally and Sincerely Yours in The Faith,
Jeff Fox, Assistant Rabban

Meet your Divan - Chris Hathaway
Happy New Year Nobles!

I believe the Shrine to be a key piece of the puzzle to invigorate and grow the Masonic fraternity. In order to do so we must keep an eye on good fellowship and maintaining awareness of the world’s greatest
philanthropy, Shriners Children’s. We must set the bar high, once again establishing Shriners as a premier branch of the fraternity by doing things the right way and enhancing the fraternal experience in every
way. This will include spending money differently, engaging our membership in new ways, and not being
afraid to swing and miss on new ideas.
I am an Actuarial Business Analyst at State Farm Corporate HQ in Bloomington, Illinois. I hold an MBA from the University
of Illinois and a Bachelor’s in Economics from Illinois State University. I served in the US Army, obtaining the rank of Sergeant, and served in Operation Enduring Freedom-Afghanistan.
I was raised to the Sublime Degree of Master Mason in Catlin Masonic Lodge #285 in Catlin, Illinois. I also hold plural
memberships in Normal Masonic Lodge #673, and Bloomington Masonic Lodge #43, where I am a Past Master and currently serving as Worshipful Master for 2022.

Shrine activities include serving as High Priest & Prophet in the Divan, Mohammed Membership Chairman, President of
Bloomington Shrine Club, Secretary/Treasurer of the 2025 GLSA Class, and a Tin Lizzie Driver.
Other Masonic memberships include serving as Most Wise Mater-Valley of Danville AASR, Membership chairman of the
Valley of Danville, VP of the BOD-Valley of Danville, Senior Steward in the Illinois Lodge of Research, ceremonial cast
member in the Goa Grotto, and RAM Bloomington Chapter #26. I am a big supporter of masonic education and am currently enrolled in level two of Haute Grades Academy and a member of the Scottish Rite Research Society. I also write for
a very popular masonic blog, The Midnight Freemasons. I attend church at Vale in Bloomington.
Outside of my masonic activity, you can find me on a golf course or cheering on the Chicago Cubs and the Fighting Illini.
It’s a great day to be a Shriner!
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Meet your Divan - Tim “Joyous” Longfellow
Brethren, it is truly an honor to have been elected as your Oriental Guide this year. I wanted to take a few
moments to introduce myself to you if we haven’t met. I am certainly looking forward to getting to know
as many of you as possible and if it’s been a while since you’ve joined us at Mohammed Temple, I would
encourage you to once again take an active interest in our Temple and activities that allow us to continue
to fulfill our promise to the Hospital and Children we serve and have a lot of fun doing it!
My wife Alison and I have grown up most of our lives here in Central Illinois. Our son Theo was born October 2020 and certainly keeps us laughing and having fun each and every day. I am a graduate of Bloomington Central Catholic (Class of ’02) and from Illinois State University (Class of ’07). I’m an avid fisherman, having fished many
of our local lakes in the area and have an annual family trip to our favorite spot in Canada where we enjoy fishing for walleye, northern pike, muskie and lake trout. You may find me once in a while fishing on Lake Michigan for salmon and trout as
well. I spent 16 years in the retail and commercial banking industry which brought me to State Farm Insurance to work in
their agent lending department. When State Farm exited the banking industry, I made the decision to stay on and learn the
insurance world. I currently supervise a team of underwriting service assistance in our personal lines auto underwriting department who are nearing their training graduation in the early part of April.
I became a Shriner to have fun and help children. I grew up attending the Hoopeston Sweetcorn Festival every year as a
child. I always looked forward to seeing the Tin Lizzy’s do their formations down Main Street and at the local parades
around Bloomington/Normal. Growing up with a brother who had special needs, it was clear the lack of support and resources many families have. The mission of Shriner’s hospital is one of service, passion, and care. When I put on my Fez, I
signal to the world that I choose to make a difference in someone else’s life, to give the best care to children in need and
support to their families. This is what it means to be truly noble. To be selfless in our care, to be supportive and create opportunities for families who don’t know where to turn for their children regardless of their ability to pay. We do this all with
the faith, compassion and fun we bring to everything we do.
My goals for this year and into the future are to continue to inspire fun within our fraternity and be a beacon of support for
the families seeking care for their children. I hope you choose to put that Fez back on and answer the call that drew us to be
Shriners in the first place. I hope you will come out to support your Divan and the activities we are planning to bring Fun,
Fellowship and Support back into our storied Shrine Temple. Lastly, it’s my hope we continue to transform the lives of the
children and families we serve around the world. It’s time for us to put our Fez back on Nobles, so long as there are children
in need of our service, it is our duty to answer the call.

The Corn Belt Shrine Club and Bloomington Shrine Club hosted a joint Christmas dinner in
Bloomington which included the
Installation of Officers for 2022. The
turnout was phenomenal with plenty
of food and fellowship. Both clubs are
planning an exciting 2022
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Patient Story
This is Ashley she is a single mother who works tirelessly to keep her two very special
little boys, Chase (9) and Zeke (3) happy and healthy the best she can and doing a
fine job. Zeke is one of our Shrine kids he has been going to our Chicago hospital for
over the last year. He has no muscle tone from his chest down. As of right now there
is no diagnosis yet but they working to find an answer and a solution to make his life
better. Chase is a high functioning autistic who helps his little brother the very best
he can. Helping Zeke with his therapy and learning how to walk and play like only a
brother can. With a little rough housing for good measure. In January, Mohammed
Shrine and Shriners International presented Chase with a certificate of recognition
for all this help he has been giving his mom and little brother. When I first met
Ashely, Zeke, her youngest, wasn’t able to walk unassisted
and his only way of movement was to either be in a special
wheel chair or scooting around on his rear-end, that’s how he got the nickname
scooter. At the Mohammed Shriners installation
he gave us a huge treat by surprising everyone by
getting himself out of his chair and walking
without assistance to me. Proving that with hard
work and patients the once impossible act of
walking is now 100% possible. I’m here to say
seeing him walk and clap along with everybody
warmed my hart and every person in that room.
Austin Bennett

Passing Through the Unseen Portals
“Es Selamu Aleikum”
Barney J. Adkins
James H. Ashton
Robert T. Bates
John L. Becker
Tommie Lee Boitnott
Eldon D. Camp
Richard E. Casper
James M. Chianakas
Virgil E. Donze
Lawrence C. Hake
Warren F. Hanson
Wilfred E. Hanson
Willard V. Larson
Richard A. Louden
Kenneth R. Myler
Charles E. Pettry
Nelson C. Riley
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O Duane Sorrells
Paul E. Spriggs
Terry L. Stutes
Ronald D. Swanson
Milo D. Thomas
John C. Wertman
Charles A. Williams
John L. Wroan, Jr
James D. Heiple
Clayton B. Blue
Harold E. Faletti
Benjamin L. Sommer
James G. Clayberg
Gerald Mankle
Larry W. Smith
Kenneth L. McKitrick
Jonathan J. Heiple

Orval F. Paris
John M. Bonner
Ralph E. Hodgson
Gerald L. Lott
Dale I. Stokes
Jeremy D. Ruck
William E. Barlow
Robert L. Jordan, Jr
Stanley R. Thompson
Ryan P. Arsenault
James R. Wendland
David C. Harms
Charles R. Garrett
Cecil E. Porter
Alan R. Rutledge
Bruce F. Wells
James R. Lively
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Thank you
My Lady Leanna, my daughter Lidia, and myself have been honored with the opportunity to serve
the Nobles and Ladies of Mohammed Shrine. We hope everyone had fun in 21. Covid-19 has not
been a friend to us, we pray all of you and your family remain safe.

I would like to those of you who have extended your helpful hand to make the Shrine a
welcoming fraternity. A special thanks goes out Jessica and Robert for helping Lidia, and always
being there for us.
I would also like to thank Corn Belt Shrine Club in Gibson City for giving me the opportunity to meet my childhood
hero John Schneider (Bo Duke).
Leanna and I wish Potentate Austin Bennett all the best in 2022, as he takes on his new responsibilities.
Thank you
Illustrious Sir Rob Bishop
Potentate 2021

The Mohammed Drill Patrol held their Installation of Officers
in Early January. They are looking forward to a busy 2022.

Meet your Divan - Allen Monts
Hello Nobles, my name is Allen Monts. I am your newly elected Chief Rabban for 2022. I grew
up in Peoria and attended Limestone High School (located about one mile west of our Shrine
Center). I graduated from Western Illinois University in Macomb and started my teaching career
in Galva, Illinois. I continued teaching in Kewanee, Gibson City and returned to the Peoria area in
1970 where I taught at Dunlap High School until my retirement.
Presently I live in Dunlap with my wonderful, understanding wife, Sue. We have two daughters.
Amanda Schlehuber, wife of Past Potentate Schlehuber, living in Bloomington, and Leslie Monts
living in Dunlap.
I come from a long line of Masons with most of my uncles and cousins belonging to various
Masonic bodies. When I was 21 I was raised at Joseph Robbins Lodge located in Peoria. I
continued my Masonic journey via Scottish Rite, York Rite and Mohammed Shrine. I have
paraded with Elbon Scooters (Galesburg) and Mohammed Antique Cars. Neither Club parades today unfortunately.
Our Divan has new young Shriners with new ideas. I look forward to working with the Divan and encourage all Nobles to
participate and share your thoughts with your Divan.

MOHAMMED SHRINER
MOHAMMED TEMPLE
4201 Industry Dr
Bartonville IL 61607-2844
Phone: 309.633.2808

Email: office@mohammedshriners.org

Strong Legs Run So Weak Legs May Walk

Countdown for
The Great Lakes
Shrine Association

June 18, 2022
11:00 am

Fall 2025

Stay Informed
To stay informed with current happenings at the Mohammed Temple:
Find us on Facebook at htps://www.facebook.com/mohammedshriners

Support our Sponsors
Tin Lizzie Patrol
Contact: Mike Fowler, PP

Mohammed Shrine Drill
Patrol

Bloomington
Shrine Club

Bloomington, IL

Meets 3rd Monday of each month

(309) 531-9234

Captain, Dennis Caughey

4th Wednesday of
each month
Pres. Chris Hathaway

(309) 340-3807

El Bon Shrine Club
Galesburg, Illinois
Jeff Brock, President
2nd Thursday

Corn Belt Shrine Club
Marc Pfiester, President
Meets 3rd Thur. of each
month
Gibson City, Illinois

Hope Assembly Number 117
Contact: Lisa Utley
Mother Advisor
309-621-3551

(309) 530-4701

To purchase ad space,
please contact the
business office at the
Shrine. Your business will
be seen by thousands of
Shriners.

